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Bird-Banding Spring 1976 nest cup. Of the eggshells in the nest cup many belonged to newly hatched chicks and would probably have been removed eventually. One hundred forty-five (50%) of the shells were found out of the nest within 2 m of the nest rim; 87 (30%) of the shells were within 25 cm of the nest rim. About 9% (25 shells) were between 2 and 4 m from the rim, whereas 43% (127) were missing (not found within 4 m of the nest). Of the 102 eggshell removals observed from a hide, 51% (52) involved a gull flying with the shell away from the nest. Approximately 26% (26) of the shells were picked up by gulls that walked from the nest before dropping the shell; 24% (24) of the eggshells were picked up and simply dropped over the nest rim (Fig. 1) . Observations on identifiable individuals and pairs revealed that some birds repeatedly flew off with eggshells, whereas others consistently walked with or dropped shells from the nest. The tendency of the gulls to remove eggshells from their nests appeared strong and relatively constant during incubation but decreased sharply after hatching ( Ring Doves (Streptopelia risoria), whose altricial young remain in the nest until fledging, show an increased tendency to remove eggshells from their nests around and after hatching (Montevecehi, 1974). In comparison, birds, such as ducks, whose offspring are highly precocial (compared with semi-precocial gull chicks -Nice, 1962) may remove broken eggshells from the nest during incubation (McKinney, 1967; Johnsgard and Kear, 1968), but apparently have little inclination to do so around hatching. It is hypothesized that in general during incubation the tendency to remove eggshells from the nest (including disposal by eating) remains relatively constant and strong for most birds and that the developmental degree of young at hatching is an important determinant of a species' responsiveness at and after hatching.
Almost all Laughing Gulls that removed an eggshell during a test did so very soon after returning to the nest (Fig. 2) . Approximately 75% of all removals occurred within 2 min of the time that a gull alighted on the nest. If a gull did not remove the shell during the first 10 minutes of the test, it was unlikely that it would do so during the hour. Many of the "long latency" removals that showed up in the data resulted from the quick removals of birds that 
SUMMARY
Laughing Gulls remove eggshells from their nests at hatching. Flying from the nest was the most common method of disposal, although gulls also walked from the nest with shells, dropped them over the nest rim, or used a combination of methods. The gulls' tendency to remove shells was strong through incubation, but decreased sharply at hatching. On the basis of these findings and other comparative data, it is hypothesized that species disposing of eggshells and producing altricial young will show a strong tendency to do so during incubation, at and after hatching, whereas species whose young are semi-precocial and precocial will show a strong disposal response during incubation, but this responsiveness will be markedly reduced at and after hatching. Gulls habituated quickly to eggshells on the nest rim; if a gull did not remove a shell during the first 10 min of a test, it was unlikely to do so during an hour. The encapsulation of unhatched eggs by eggshells is an important selective factor that favors eggshell disposal.
